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BLACKS IN GOVERNMENT®
 (BIG) 
JUNIOR FLAG AND SENIOR FLAG START-UP 

Blacks In Government (BIG) chapters or members can establish Junior Future Leaders in America’s Government (FLAG) programs for junior /senior high school students.  Chapters and members can also start Senior FLAG programs at the college level.  Students will actively participate in the FLAG program. The FLAG program provides guidance and mentorships to junior high school, high school, and college students.  Information on the FLAG program is also located on the BIG website. A BIG chapter or member must provide oversight for the FLAG program and serve as the official BIG Advisor.  Background checks must be conducted on all Official BIG advisors working with the youth.
Junior and Senior FLAG programs should have a minimum of five youth participants. A ratio of 1 BIG member to every 5 students is recommended to ensure that every student receives adequate mentorship.
Senior FLAG Program Participants. Any undergraduate student who is enrolled in an accredited college or university who is in accord with the principles, policies and objectives of the organization and is not qualified as a regular member, may become a student associate member by paying the student membership fee of $20.00.
Junior and Senior High School FLAG Program Participants. Youth currently enrolled in Junior High or High School who agree to participate in the FLAG program. 
Meetings/Workshops/Seminars.  Senior/Junior FLAGs shall hold meetings/workshops/seminars as determined by the group.  
Student FLAG Eligibility Criteria

1. Establish interim officers by vote or volunteers. At a minimum, include: 
President, Vice President, Secretary, & Treasurer. This will help develop leadership skills.
2. Any local membership fees are to be deposited in a financial institution based upon the name your group chooses.  BIG Chapter Advisors must be included on all FLAG accounts. This only applies to Senior FLAG who are required to pay National membership dues.
3. A Letter of Intent (LOI) must be drafted to the National FLAG program coordinator outlining the name of the Junior/Senior FLAG program; city, county, and state of the FLAG program; name of the school or college of each member; signature of the oversight BIG Chapter/member; and any other information pertinent to the group (i.e., designate officers). The LOI must include for the Junior FLAG program a statement that students have completed an application and parent permission form to be maintained by the BIG advisor.
4. A set of general operating guidelines must be developed by each Junior/Senior FLAG and signed by the Secretary and President and by the BIG Advisor. (NOTE: A sample set of general operating guidelines is available on the BIG web site at https://bigfutureleaders.wixsite.com/flag)
5. Students in the Junior FLAG program must complete a Student Agreement Form listing the rules and guidelines of the program and also complete a Parent Permission Form (located on BIG website).
6. Submit FLAG Formation Package, consisting of Formal LOI and General Operating Guidelines to the National FLAG program coordinator.
7.  Assistance will be provided by the FLAG Program coordinator to execute all the above-defined steps.
Program Resources and Funding Guidelines

1.  Chapters/members wishing to establish a Junior/Senior FLAG will be provided a  program package. 
2.  National will provide travel and lodging (based on funds availability) for one representative from each FLAG program to participate in a Youth Leadership Conference which will take place during the Annual BIG National Training Conference.
Submission for Junior/Senior FLAG
Submit the FLAG Formation Package electronically to bigfutureleaders@gmail.com and send the original documents to the National Office at: 

Blacks In Government

Attn:  National FLAG Coordinator 

3005 Georgia Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20001-5015
